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' EXPLORATION OF ROCK-PAINTINGS AND 

PREHISTORICS. 

CHAPTER I, 

Topographical. 

T he provenance of nil the ancient remains dealt with in this Monograph is 
the plateau forming the central parts of India. Away from the maritime 
provinoea of India on the one hand and the great Tndo-Gangefcic plains on the 
other, this central tahle-land is traver3e<l by the mighty Fmdhya and Satpnia 
hihs, with their ofiahoots such as the Kaimiir range, is watered by the Nerbudda, 
the Son, the Mahanatb and other am^er rivets and bounded on the south-eart 
by the impenetrable forest land of the feudatory states of Central Province 
and Onsaa. Erom times immemorial these tracts have been the home of India a 
abori^l races, and it is to them that the student of primitive oulture must 
turn for hk material. The four localities virited by the writer for the explora¬ 
tion and study of rock-palntinp and pieluBtoric remaina may be conveniently 
called (1) Chakradharpur, (2) ^ganpur, (3) Mirsapur and (4) Ho^iingabad. 

Chakradharpur is a gmall town in the Porahat estate of the district of Singh- 
bhum in the Chhota Nagpur Division of the province of Bihar and Orissa, It 
is situated on the left bank of the river Sanjai, 10 miles north-west of Chaibassa, 
the capital of the district, and is an important station on. the main line of the 
Bengal Nagpur Railway. The place is surrounded by ranges of hills disappearing 
on the horizon, as it stands at the edge of the Chhota Nagpur plateau. Outside 
tile town and along the river* the whole valley is in a state of denudation. Every 
monsoon more and more soil is washed down the slopes, leaving ridges separated 
by rain gullies dotted over the valley, thus mokiug the task of collecting anti¬ 
quities a relatively easy one. At places the top soil is black, at places red, 
while gneisees, traps and schists are seen ail round, lying in irregular succession. 
There are two gravel beds in the valley (Plate la). 

The paintingB of Singanpur are in a rock-khelter which ta visible from Nahar- 
p5li, a ftmal l station on the main tine of the Bengal Nagpur Railway, about 11 
miles west of Raigarh, the capital of the Feudatory State of the same name in 
tihe ChhatiBgath Division of the Ctotral Provinces, just close to the Chhota 
Nagpur border. The hill-side below the rock-ahelter is clothed with forest 
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t3?ees among which the Sal predominates, TJie rock-sitelter which oredoota * 
the viUage of Singanpur commands a fine view of the valley of the river Maud, || 
a tributary of the Mahanadi river (Plate Ib). The rocks in this vicinity are of 3 
the upper Gondwana sandstones wh three bands of carbonnceoua shaleB , 

The fauna of the Raigarh forest includes tigers, bisons, bears, leo^rda ' 
and wild boars, besides the mvMar, nilgai, kolri and barkmg and spotted 
deer, 

aiirzapur, between Aikhabad and Benares, is one of the largest districts 
of the United Provinces and its scenerv* is correspondingly diveraified. In the 
north ia the aUuvial plain of the Ganges with its level tract, nert a table-land, 
fftretohing from the top of tlie Vindhyan scarp southwards to the Saimur range 
and the valley of the Son river, and beyond the Son, a wild hilly tract full of 
ravines and cn^gy hills and valleys, ft is in tlie valley of the Son, in the 
Vindhyaa imd in the fastnesses of the Kaiiimrs that the rocfc-siieltere with paint- 
inp are chiefly found. Of the dMcrent groups, Likhunia, Eohbar and Bhaldarm 
lie north of the Kainiur range and Mahararia and Bijaygarh to the south. They 
arc all eaafly accessible from the town of Ahraura, connected by a metalled toad 
13 miles long with the Ahranra Road Railway Station on the main line of the 
East I^an Railway. From Ahiunra an unmctalled road takes one tn Cbhfitu 
Inspection Bungalow, 5 miles away, where after ascending the sides of the Kainiur 
plateau by a rigzag, the road bifurcates, one branch going south to Robertspanj 
and another turning west to the irrigation reserv-oir at Dongin, close to the 
village of Mahararia. Near this village and on the upper reaches of the Garni 
are specimens of rock-painting. Tlie other road, after ascending the plateau, 
goes straight to Robertsganj, about 34 miles from Ahraura. Just where the 
road nears the end of the plateau near Robertsganj is the irrigation Inspection 
Bungalow of Dhondraul. Some three miles to the south of this Bungalow is 
the famous hill fort of Bijaygarh crowning the flat top of one of the Mils of the 
range. On the west face of tlie hill on which the fort stands, are rock-shelters 
containing Wsides early palntingB several Gupta imu-riptions in red ochre. The 
upper Garni, after a sheer fall of some 100 ft. belovr ilahararia, cuts a deep courso 
through the sandstone of the Kahnur Plateau and enters the open country near 
Cbhatu where it is joined by a amaller stream, called the Bhaldoria. On the 
lover Garoi are situated the Kohbar and Li kh uni a lock-aheiters amidst lovely 
surroundings (Plate. YJh). Along tie Bhaldaria are three other rock-sheltem 
with rook-pamtings. The scenery at all these places ia picturesque and w'iid and 
has u rugged beauty. Of large game, leopard, lynx, wolf and wild dog arc the 
^cf. 01 the deer tribe the samUiar, efUtai, black buck and ravine gazelle are 
found here and there. Tn days gone by, as narrated by Babar, there were 
found nianeksa lions, wild elephants, rliinoceroses, buffaloes and bisons. 

A out two miles from the town of Koshangabad, the headquarters of the 
djstnct of the some name in the Central Provinces, are rock-paintings in a rock 
shelter. The hiU contaming the paintings can be easily identified, as there is a 
atone quarry, locally known as the Adamgorh quarry, after the name of the adioin- 

tTIfT VlMACrP * 





EXPUJflATiOJr OP ftOCK-FAtNTIN08 AJfD PUBHISTORlCfl. 


CHAPTER II. 

k>‘ • Researches near Chakradharpur, 

T he first place viaitetl was Chakradharpur. As eariy as 186ft Captain 
Beeching found chert ftakea and knives on the banka of the nver near 
Ichaibassa and Chakradharpur (P«». A. S. 3„ 1868, p. 177; 1870, p. 2M). 
Later on, Valentine Ball obtained at the same site flakes and axes. . tJall , 

Proc A. S, 5., 1876. pp. llft'iao; Jungle Life in India. 1880, pp. 473-e, 
APP. B.) These exploits did not mention the exact position whore the imple¬ 
ments were found. More ample information, however, b contamed m the 
klluatratfld article of Mr. C. W. Anderson in the Journal of the Bihar and 
iBoseareh Sooietij {Yol HI, Part in, pp. 349-62). Mr. Anderson exa^ed the 
[whole of the valley of the Sanjai and its tributaries from a point about two 
[miles west of LotSpahlr station on the Bengal Nagpur Railway, north-eastwards 

to Sini, a distance of about 30 milea in a straight line. ^ j , 

The river Sanjai which encircles the town of Chakradharpur la orosaed here 
bv two bridges, one catrjdng the Bengal Nagpur Railway and the other the toad 
to Chsibassa. The whole of the tract lying between these two bndges was ex¬ 
plored for a distance of S miles. PaheoUthie implements are found over nearly 
the whole of this area, only at three places were there traces of potsherds, and at 
one place were found bricks pointing to the existence of a settlement of a later 


age 


Over a mile from the village of PatkJl several potsherds were noticed, which 
induced me to examine the site more closely and to dig trial trenebea. At this 
place were recovered besides examples of mcieed pottery a copper ring, tl^e 
fragmenteVf a steatite plaque and a beautiful coup^le-poing of quartr, which, 
from its shape, appears to be an early type of paheolith (Plate XIV, 3), It 
was picked up on the surface among gravels and kanhar. From the trenches 
higher up the vallev 1 olitamed two stone weights (Plate XIV, 17 and 18) also o£ 
the palffiolithic age“ and along with them broken implements of the same epoch. 
In the trench, were found two iron scythes and at a depth of 7-6' a terracotta 
urn with broken lid. On clearing the urn I found fragments of animal bones. 
At the bottom of this ntn was an iron scythe (Plate XV, 12), Near these was 
also found a camelian bead. 

Wliile ejccavttting near the village Pa^S, the writer explored the country 
it and the P. W. D. bridge on tie Sanjai. Near the bridge, were re- 
ee palawjHthic implements (Plate XIIa, Figs. 1, 2 and 3 bearing 
wgiBter?^. 3549, 354S and 3547). From PatkS the camp was removed to 
CheiabeSijp village about 2 milea from the Patk5 Inspection Bungalow. 

In ScTlatter place, 6 places were excavetod, but only objects of a later 
period w(^ found, namely:—an iron weighing beam, two knives or razors, 
nails, brickSf, a dabber, a broken stone footstool or mortar, stone pestles, some 
beads, fragments of potteries and sling balls. 



B 
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From CholSbera the camp was moved to BangIS Tar about 3 miles oS and 
about the m-thi* distance froui the Patku Inspection Bungalow. Here a 
treticli was started, but after digging to a depth of only 3' the oootieSj, who were 
superstitious Hos, refused to work any more, the reason being that they had 
lighted on a portion of a skull, a jaw and hand and leg bones belonging to a skele¬ 
ton of a later period. 

The antiquities from the sites near Chakradharpur fall into two groups 

(1) those of the Palmolithio and Neolithic Ages; and (2) those of the Iron Age. 
They are as follows :— 

(1) PaheoUth, 6* long, of quartz, of greyish brown colour with irregular 

edges, probably used as a scraper. It was picked up near the 
Fatk& village. Near it were gravels and kanhirs. In my preli- 
minaty tour I found two early stone implements, one borer and 
another scraper sticking out from a rain gully. Beg. No, 3509. 
(Plate XIV, 3.) 

(2) Palmolith. fj' long, of Hint, probably used as a scraper; has been 

refiaked at the back. It was found nea^r the Chaibassa bridge 
at about 3' from the top of the denuded plateau. Beg. No. 3549. 
(Plate Xlla. Fig. 1.) 


(3) Palmolith, t|* long, Qint, reflaked at the back; probably used aa 

a scraper. It was found near the Chaibassa bridge about 3' from 

the top of the denuded plateau. Beg. No. 3.548. (Plate Xlla, 
Fig. 2.) 

(41 Palmoltth. 1long, flint, reflaked at hack; probably used as 
a scraper. It was found at the same place as No. 3539. Beg, 
No. 3547, (Plate Xlla, Fig. 3.) 

(5) Paleeolith, long, chalcedony, probably used as a ^rtUtoir or 

pbtniug tool; no reflaking. Beg. No. 3053. (Plate Xlla, Fig. 4.) 

(6) Palmblith, long, of quarts, probably, used as a grutimr or planing 

tool. No secondary flaking. Beg, No. 3930. (Plate Xlla, Pig, 6.) 

(7) PaloBOlith, 1' long# flint, probably used as a point. Spear-shaped 

and retouched on one side only; its opposite aide is smooth and 
oonchoidaL It won found near the ChiubaBsa bridge at almut 3* 
from the top of the denuded platcen. Beg, No. 3542. (Plate 

Xna. Fig. 6.) 

(8) Palteolith, long, flint, retouched; posaibly a scraper. It 

of the type called keeled-scraper or planing tool for the dre 
of the hides. It was fonnd on the surface neu the. Cha^^ii^ 
bridge and at a depth of 3' from the top of the denuded'^la^u. 
Reg. No. 3544. (Plate XTta, Fig, 7.) ^, 

(9) PaloaoUth, IJ" long, flint, probably used as a ■Bfe; no 

flaking. Broken. Beg. No. 3539. (Plate Xlla, Fig. 

(10) PalmoUth, Ij^* long, flint, probably used aa a knife; m retouch-^ 

ing. Reg. No. 3537. (Plate XUa, Fig, 9.) 
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(11) ir long, Siut. ppoubly u»<l » . graver. Keg. No. 35M. 

(,S) pil«U*. j^y co^c^idaTlUce. 

“ rC No, g5«. (P!a« ^U, Fig. U.) 

(IS) PaidioUtb, ‘ '*■ “■ 

» pTTth^fa * loM probably uaed aa a acrapet lor diesd^ 

TrJz^C - rsi.""" Cir-r"; 

Ta^;l:;alJ“o retlfat ^N- 

pSlTutbfl' tig, dbrr, K » a core. Reg. No. S«b. (Plat. 

fii»t> long blade with end shaped lor halting. 
F^n die U in which the flaking ha. been done and the abaen» 
r.:tv“hing at the edge., it appeara to be o( early date. 

I> „ Vft mo (Plate xila, Pig. 16.) 

1 “ * Xaiis aint, probably uacd as a point aa weU sa a 
;i8) PaWitb. Iffl I _ g. P ^ refiaked, the 

“r"’ ».rrn? eonl™Ll F^ near' Cbaib^wa bridge at a 
tlT? l“l top ol the pUteau. Reg. No. S540, (Piab. 

(tpJP^wih^i.v’U; flint, core. Reg. No. (Plate Xlla. 

„ r . i „« flint nrobably used both aa a aoraper and 
(SO) PaleoUth. «A I® & ^ the^ other amooth and conoholdal. 

“ rH'w s: ‘ 

«*3“ •'Jrr.ris.'^T'-T 

^LT toth aide.- Fonnd l' 4' below the anri.ee. Reg- No. 3510. 

(Plate Xiy, Fig. '’•> welEhting a digging stick, meaaming 

(22) ol 2- the (Plate XIV, 

rawntbs are trpkal repreaenUtiveB of ftbout 30 

the flanV Valley near Chakradha. 

(23) P&tb. »: loon, “i”*- “'“P”- 

Reg. No. 363". found at a depth 

S', SJ:r»rrw"^" 

were fonnd, ^ 2 



EXPLORATION OF SOCE-PAINTINOa AJTD PREHlSTORica. 

The fglloTirmg belong to the Neolithic or later Copper or Iron Agee:— 

(1) Fragment of mortar, tneasuxing irxfl', of gtaoite (I); depression in 

upper surface j probably used for grinding grain. Found on the 
surface. Beg. No. 3507. (Plate XIV, Fig. 5 .) 

( 2 ) Fragment of mortar, raeasurmg of granite (?) with depression; 

probably used for grinding j^ain. Found on the aurface Reg* 
No. 3508. (Plate XIV, Fig. 4 .) 

(3) Fragment of cotn-grinder, measuring Ti" x3i% granite* with an ellipticaf 

depression on legs. Broken. Reg. No. 3508. (Plate XV, F%, 0.) 

(4) Pestle, 5j' long, of schist (?) ; ova] in Bection and polished. Found 

on the aurface near the village ChelAbera. Reg. No, 3502. (Plate 
XIV, Fig. 8 .) 

(5) Pestle, 4|' long, of trap; one side flat and the other convex; broken. 

Found on the surface nesr Chelaberft. Reg. No. 3504 . (Plate XfV* 
Fig. 12.) ‘ ' 

(fl) Pestle, 5i' long, of tmp (?), triangukr in section. Found on the 
surface near Chelabera. Reg. No. 3504. (Plate XV, Fig. 5 .) 

(7) Iron weighing beam, V IJ' long; hole at one end to receive the 

string of the scale'pan; the other side of the beam ends in a knob 
to which a hook was attached. Found near Chelabera 4' below 
surface. Reg. No. 3468. (Plate XIV, Fig. 10 .) 

( 8 ) Broken iron sickle, 5i' long; much corroded. Found at the bottom 

of an urn b a trench near the village Patka, 7' 6' below aurface 
Reg. No. 3470, (Plate XV, Fig. 12.) 

(fl) Fart of irou sickle, 4 ^' long. Found below the surface neat village 
Patkft. Reg. No. 3472. (Plate XV, Pig. 18.) 

{ 10 } Iron object, 4|* long, dagger shaped. Found near Chelabera I' below 

surface. Reg. No. 3473. (Plate XV, Fig. IS.) 

(11) Iron sickle, SJ* long, much corroded and broken. Found near Chelk- 

bera 1 ' S' below the sorface, Reg. No, 3475 . 

( 12 ) Iron arrow head, Oj' long ; tip missing. Found near Chelabera 1 ' 2 ' 

below the surface. Reg. No, 3476. (Plate XV, Fig, 20.) 

(13) Iron razor, 5 ^' long, broken. Found near Chelibeiru i* g' below 

the aurface. (Plate XV, Fig. 19.) 

(14) Irou nail, 2f' long, much oonoded. Found 1' bdow the surface 

near ChelaberA, Reg., 3478, (Plate XR", Fig. 6,) 

(15) Flat piece of iron, 2 J* long, broken. Found 9 ' below the surface 

R«g. No. 3470. ■ < 

(16) Bent Iron nail. Sj' long, one end sharpened and the other curved. 

Found r below the surface, near Chelflberfi. Rea No -Ltcn* 

(Plate XTV, Fig. 7.) ' 

(17) Iron ring, dlam. 1 |', much rusted. Foimd 9 ' below the surface 

near Chelabera. Reg. No. 3481. (Plate XIV, Fig 9 ) 

(18) Fragment of iron tool, af' long, much corroded. Found 6* Wl 

the surface, near Chelaberft. Reg. No, 3482. (Plate XIV, Fig lej 
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(19) Iron €jup. If' long, broken* Fomid on tbe surface near Patka. 

Reg. No. 3483, (Plate XIV, Fig. 11.) 

(20) Terracotta dabber, ht. 2|*, broken. Well bakeii. Found 1" 3* 

bdow tbe surface, near Chelilbera* Reg* No. 3484. (Plate XV, 
Fig. 6.) 

(21) Object of uncertain use; baked clay, ht. 21", broken* Found on 

the anrface near Pa^i. Reg. No. 3485. (Plate XV, Fig. 17.) 

(22) Knob of jar^coTer, ht. Ij", broken. Found on the surface near 

Patka. 

(23) Fotten^ jai-coTcr, ht. 2'. Found on the surface near Patka. (Plate 

XV, Fig. 14.) 

(24) Brick, 8i*xSS'x2^', broken. Found on the surface near Ghela- 

bera. Reg. No. 3488. (Plate XIV, Fig. 1.) 

(25) Biick. 8”x6i''x2j', broken. Found on the surface near Chelabeta. 

Reg. No. 3480, (Plate XIV, Fig. 2.) 

(26) Three fragiueDta of steatite plaque, l4"xl|', ll'xj', de¬ 

corated with lotus petal in low relief and triangular depression at 
comers. Found 6" below tbe surface, near Patkfi. Reg, No. 3550. 

(27) Earthenware vessel, ht. SJ", broken but repaired, with two incised 

lines round neck and coated with ted wash. It is wheel made and 
served as an um. Found at a depth of 7^ ft" near Patka with a 
rniKstand and Eragnienta of a lid. It was found full of earth, with 
fragments of animat bones. Reg. No. 3494. (Plate XV, Fip. )5 
and 16.) 

(28) Ringatand, ht. SJ", found with (27) above. Formed from the rim 

and neck of a broken vessel. Reg. No. 3495. (Plate XV, Fig. 
16.) 

(29) Fragment of the neck of an earthenware vessel, decorated with 

incised marks, 5' long. Found 2' below surface, near Patka. Reg, 
No. 3497. (Plate XV, Fig. 1.) 

(30) Fragment of a diab with dentate pattern incised on border, 4|' 

long. Found 2' below the surface, near Patkd* Reg. No. 3498 
(Plate XV, Fig, 4.) 

(31) Fragment of pottery, 2" x2', glared and decorated with incised lines 

and dentate pattern. Found 2^ below tbe surface, near Patka. 
Reg. No. 3499. (Plate XV, Fig. 2.) 

(32) Fragment of pottery, l4”xl|*, glazed and decorated with incised 

lines and oblique strokes, and a small circle. Found 2 below 
the surface, near Patka. Reg. No. 3500. (Plate XV, Pig. 3.) 

(33) One pottery playing disc, diam. 1", Found below the surface near 

Cbelabera. Reg. No. 3501. (Plate XV, Fig. II.) 

(34) Copper ring, j’a' diam. Found 6* below the surface, near Patka. Reg, 

No. 3608. 

(3.5) Stone bead, long. Found 9" below the surface, near CbelS- 

berS. Reg. No. 3609. 


♦fp*' 
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, (38) Camelian bea-d, beg. Found 4* below tJie surface, near Patki. 

Beg. No. 3612. 

(37) Agate bead, long. Found 1' 4' below the surface, ueai Pa^. 

fieg. Nu. 3613. . 

(38) Crystal bead, bug. Found *6* below the surface near Pa^3. 

Reg. 3614. 

As regards the date of the above antiquities the writer is unable to fomi any 
definite conclusion but notes the following facta 

(a) The position of the implements in rebtion to the river bank cun be 
beet Etudbd in the three secdous of the rfver Banjai on Pbte XXVI, 
The implements were found at difiierent levels in each of the gravel 
depoatte. 

(h) In excavating the prehistorie site of Chakrodharpur, 1 obtained an 
nm with a stand that was made from the month of an earthenaare 
vessel, and near it a broken lid which fitted the mouth of the um 
(Plate XV, Fig. 16), The pot-uras from Adichanallur in the 
Madras Presidency have the same three parts, eie., the ringatand, 
um and ltd, exactly as in the Chakradharpur um. For purposes 
of comparison an illustration of a typbol Adichanallur pot-um is 
append^. (Plate XV, Fig. 7). 

(o) The burial mound among the Non-Aryans, called Asuras, has been 
described in the Satapatha Brahmapa. It is said that the Asnra 
burial mound was round, while the Aryan burial mound was square. 
At the time when the Satapatha BrAhmana was composed it would 
appear that the Non-Aryans, called Asuras, buried the bones of the 

deported in ums in circular mounds. (iSoiopalAa RfdAwiopo, XUI, 

Kd^Ha 8, ddhydya I, BTdhmaiia 6.) 


t 
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CHAPTER IIL 


Singanpur Rock-Paintings. 


INfxAXPTJR is a Rtnoll at the foot of the Chawardhal range, about 



^ 3 miles uorth-west of the ^faharpaJi station, seen from which the^rock- 

shclter which overlooks the village appears as a bold scarp. The road leading to the 
village is to the west of the station and nina along the railwav line for about 2 
miles; it then crossea the line, turns to the north and after a mite over uneven 
ground ends in the lane which divides the village into two. On reaching the 
foot of the hill, one encounters a small mountain stream, issuing from a spring a little 
higher up the hill. At the point where the hilbside rises, the ground by the side 
of the track is coveted with fragments of agate and othor atones with paleolithic 
implements cropping up here and there. This path ptocceda over fallen boulders 
and leads to the njck-shelter and caves which are about (MX)' above the level of 
the plain. Within a himdtcd feet of the rock-sheltet it turns in the direction of 
cave No, 11 (Plate Ttb). A little higher up, the track turns eastward and 
after a space of two hundred yards terminates near cave No. I (Ptate Ilb). 
Returning to the place where the path turns towards cave No. I and ascending 
about 50', one reaches rock-ahelter (Plate IVb) which is a prominent point 
on the range eaeily located from the railway station. 

The two caves mentioned above are nearly 20' to 30' deep by 15' wide and 
about the same height at the entrance. At the side of the large c&ve (No, I) 
about 0' up and 20' from the mouth is a small gallery which is entered by a 
round hole 3' in diameter. Near the mouth of the cave is auother gallery which 
can be entered by crawling. The interior of the cave was examined with the 
help of a petroleum lump but did not reveal any painting. I also excavated a 
trench 15' by 8' to a depth of T, but did not find any obiecte. After reaching 
7' further work was stopped by the presence of large boulders and rocks. Cave 
No. II was also examined but no traces of painting were found. The floor 
of this cave was excavated to a depth of 2' but only broken stone mixed with a 
little earth w^os found. 

X more interesting place in the vicinity is the rock-ahelter already referred 
to, which contains the rock-paintings first noticed by Mr, C. W, Anderson, District 
Eiigineer, Bengal Nagpur Railway, in 1910. The discovery was communicated 
to Mr, Petev Brown who has since noticed these paintings in his book on Indian 
Pointings, They are also mentioned by Mr. Coggin Brown In bis introduction 
to the Cafaloffoe of PrcAfsforic AnliptitieJi in the Ittdian Masfvm and were also 
alluded to at a meeting of the Society of Bengal, as well as in the pages of 

rAnthfOjsc^ogie (1916, p. 304). 

From the plan (Plate XXTTI), it will be seen that the rook-ahelter is trimi* 
gnlar in shape. The opening at the entrance is 37', The left or west side is 
35' and the right or east side, 34'. The highest point at the entrance is more 
than GO'. Mr. .Anderson considers that there were once two caves within 20' 
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of each other but that the front had fallen away. At present the ptaoe 
ifl more a rock'shelter than a cave. There ie no doubt that formerly the 
shelter projected considerably more than it does now, but the projectiona 
have fallen off. At the back of the shelter is a amaii cave about 10' by 8', It 
ends in two water-worn holes. The east wall of the shelter projects towards 
the south, as can be seen in the plan and the photo (Pistes XXVII and 
Ilia}. 

'There are paintings on both the east and west w'alls of the shelter. On the 
west wall the paintings are of smaller size and at no great height. On the 
eastern side (Piste Ilia and b), they ore towards the end and could be copied only 
with the help of scalfolding. In accomplishiug this task, the outlines of the 
paintings were first traced on tracing paper and then transferred to drawing 
paper after which they were copied in colour, the work of the copyists being 
carefully checked. Beginning from the west wall the paintingB are as follows:— 

(1) Kepresentation of an animal facing to rightj in front of a tree, (Plate 

XVTa, Pig, 1.) 

(2) Indistinct painting of animal, the outline of which is much damaged 

on account of flaking. (Plate XYIa, Fig. 2.) 

(3) Crude symbolic repreBentation of a quadruped or perhaps some totem- 

istic design* (Plate XVIa, Fig, 3.) 

(4) C!ross-hatched pattern between parallel lines. (Plate XVla, Fig. 4*} 

(5) Uncertain motif, probably a man or woman. (Plate XVIa, Fig. 5.) 

(8) Teetiform raotat or perhaps a totem sign. (Plate XVIa, Fig. 6.} 

(7) Indistinct painting of some animal. (Plate XVUb.) 

(8) Wavy marks resembUng letters or signs. (Plate XXlIb, 1.) 

(9) Uncertain motif (?}, bead and boms of deer, (Plate XXIIb, Fig. 2.) 

(10) Representation of (?) animal or bird. (Plate XXIIlf, Fig- 3.) 

(11) (?) Four-footed animal resembling a frog or possibly a man dancing. 

(Plate XXllK Fig. 4.) 

(12) (?) Front of mammoth with trunk or tusk upturned. (Plate XXlIb, 

Fig. &.) 

(13) Uncertain motif. (Plate XXIIli, Fig, 6.) 

(14) Perhaps the hand of a man showing three fingers. (Plate XVid, 

Fig. 1.) 

(16) Uncertfliu signs or emblems. (Plate XVId, Fig. 2.) 

(10) Crude representation of men. (Plate XVid, Fig. 3.) 

(17) Two signs. The one to the left resembles two flat sticks placed 

crosswise. (Plate XVid, Fig. 4.) 

(18) Crude representation of a man. (Plate XVid. Fig. 5.) 

(19) Tu'o unknown symbols. (Plate XVid, Fig. 8.) 

(20) Uncertain object. (Plate XVIb, Fig. 1.) 

(21) Conventional symbol. (Plate XVIli, Fig. 2.) 

(22) (I) Sun with rays half hidden by horizon. Mr, Andetnon connects 

it mth the honey vessel portrayed by the Veddaha of Cevbn 

(Plate XVIb, Fig. 3.) 
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(23) PossiHijr a crudo attempt to represent ft qmM]|iip<Ml. (Plate XVlb, 

Fig. 4.) 

(24) TTncertam signs or sj'inbola. (Plate XVlb, Fig. 5.) 

(26) (!) Crude huiiiau Bgure. (Plate XVIb, Fig. 6.) 

(26) (1) Two bniuan figui'es. (Plate XVIb, Fig. t,} 

(27) (?) Huinfm liguie. (Piute XVTh, Fig. 8.) 

(28) Three upright marlcs joined bv a horizontal line; probftbly repieaente 

symbol or toteini«tic m&rk. (Plate XVlc, Fig. 1») 

(29) Design of vertical parallel lines with row of lozenges at top and 

bottom. (Plate X\T!c. Fig. 2.) 

(30) (?) Cncertaiji animal, (Plate XVle, Fig. 3.) 

(31) Perhaps a fish. (Plate XVlc, Fig. 4.) 

(32) Uncertain. (Plate XVlc, Fig. 6.) 

(33) Uncertain. (Plate XVlc, Fig. 6.) , 

(34) Crude representation of man with three fingers. 

(36) Some totemktie signs. 

(36) Perhaps a trap for catahing animals. 

(87) Animal with wooUv coat and apparentlr long boms. In front, an 
uncertain object, (Plate XXIVa.) 

(38) This appears to represent a hunting scene. Two animals are depicted, 

one possibly a bear and the other a porcupine. Five hitman figures 
arc also atown, apparently attired in long robes. The two hatched 
triangles to the left of the larger animal resemble a motif that is 
commonly used on most painted pottery in India and elsewhere. 
The two objects at the top of the plate may possibly be traps. 
(Plate XXlVb.) 

The two paintings described abo^'c are in an opening in the rock on 
the east wall of the shelter. The height of the pointings from the 
Door of the shelter is 26'. Close to these painting.^ is a cave which 
is inaccessible. The style of these paintings is quite different from those 
illustrated in Plates and XXII. The scene illustrotcd in " Plate 
XXTVa has not been noticeil by Mr. Anderson, The exact posi¬ 
tion of painting (Plate XXIVa) is near the aecond platfomL and 
shewn in the photograph on Plate Illb. 

(39) Hunting scene. In centre large figure, cither ape or bear, attack¬ 

ing or being attacked by four human beings. (Plate XXIIla.) 
The po.sition of this painting is below the other hunting scene 
reproduced on the same plate. 

(40) A hunt. In centre a (!) bison is being attacked by a number of hunters 
Armed with clubs anil spears. The animal has suffered badly from 
the scaling of the rock. Behind and below is a Eunallcr animal indis¬ 
tinctly outlined. Borne of the hnnters wear long garments; one 
appears to have been tossed by the bison. The three human 
figures painted in black to the right of the picture seem to have been 
added later, as also does the group of six figures armed with clubs 
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at tUv left bottom comer. The painting (Plate XXIIlb) is on the 
projectuig portion of the east wall of the shelter. The scaffolding 
illnatrated on the Plate Ilia was confitmcted with no little diffi* 
^ culty. The scene is near the head of the painter. 

- (41) Probably represents two human figurea drawn in ouitine. (Plate XXI b.} 

(42) Uncertain motif. {Plate XYTic, Pig. 1.) 

(43) tfncertam motif. (Plate XVtIo, Pig. 2.) 

(44) Uncertain motif, (Plate XVTlc, Fig. 3.) 

(45) Uncertain motif. (Plate XVllc, Jig. 4.) 

(4fl) Uncertain motif, (Plate XVllc, Fig. 5.) 

(47) Uncertain motif. (Plate iVlIc, Fig. 6.) 

(4ft) Uncertain motif. (Plate XVlIe, Fig. 7.) 

(49) Uncertain motif. (Plate XVllc, Fig. 8.) 

(50) An antelope or, stag. (Plate XVUe, Fig, fl.) 

(51) Markings of uncertain significance, (Plate XVllc, Fig. 10.) 

The position of the sketches Nos. 42 to 61 is to the right of the painter shewn 
in the photo on Plate Ilia. 

The antiquities that w'ere fonnd in the rock-slielteE and at the foot of thjs 
bill, near the stream mentioned above, were os follows:— 

(1) Palmalith. 14 * long, agate; probably a knife. No reflaking. 

Found at a depth of T in the ruck'shelter of Singanpnr. Reg. 
No, 3561. (Plate Xllb, Fig, 1.) 

(2) Palffoiiih, J' long, agate; a broken knife. No signs of retouching. 

Fonnd on the surface ' at the foot of the Singanpuc Hill. Reg. 

No. 3552. (Plate XI lb, Fig. 2.) 

(3) PaheoUthf -flf" long, agate; a broken fragment of a ffake knife. 

No of retouching. Found at a depth of 1' in the rock*' 

nhelter of Singanpur. Reg. No, 3553. (Plate Xllb, Fig. 3.) 

(4) Palffiolith, I' long, jasper; flake with cutting edge and point. No 

reflaking. Found at a depth of U at the lOcknahelteT of Singcinpur, 

Reg, No. 3554. (Plate Xllb, Fig. 4,) 

(5) PalflBolith. ill' long, chert; point and scraper (?), One aide has 

been re-worked and the back (not shewn in the plate) has a con- 

ehoidal surface. Found on the surface at the foot of the Singanpur 

Hill. Beg. No. 3565. (Plate Xllb, Fig. 6.) 

(6) Palfflolith, ft' long, chert; flake knife (?); has been re-worked 

on one side only; the other side is conchoidal. Found on the 
surface at the foot of the Singanput Hill. E<^, No. 3666. (Plate 
Xnb, Fig. 6.) 

(7) PalsBoUtb, ft' long, agate; a flake with ontting edge and curved 

point. Found on the surface at the foot of the Singanpur Hill, 
Beg. No. 3057. (Plate XlTb, Fig, 7.) 

(8) Palwolith, ft' long, chert; a flake probably used for dreasing hides. 

Found on the surface at the foot of the Srognnpur Hill. Beg. 

No. 3558. (Plate Xllb, Fig. 8.) 
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(0) Palmolith, long, chert; a flake ptobohly used for scraping. 

Found on the surface at the foot of tlie Singanpur Hill. Heg. 

Np, 3559. {Plate XTTb, Fig. ft.) 

(10) Palioolith, li' long, chert ; a flake knife. Found on the snrfac© 

at the foot of the Sinponpiir Hill. Beg- Ho. 3560. (Plate Xllb, 

Fig. in.) 

(11) Palf»>lith, I’lt' long, chert. It ta a planing toot of early form. 

Keg. No. 3601. (Plate Xllb, Fig. ll.) 

(12) Paleolith, long, chert. Prolmbly a hide dresser. Found at 

a depth of I' at the foot of the Singanpnr Hill. Beg. Ho. 3562. 
(Plate Xnb, Fig. 12.) 

(13) PalwoUtli, IJ' long, chert, An incnrTed scraper; no retouching at 

the edges. Found on the surface at the foot of the SinganpUP Hill. 
Reg. No. 3503, (Plate XTtb, Fig. 13.) 

(14) Paleeplith, If* long, agate. Probably a scraper; no roflaking. Found 

on the surface at the foot of the Singanpur Hill. Reg. No. 3564. 
(Plate xnb, Fig. 14.) 

(16) PalBeolith, Ij' long, chert, A flint blade with denticulated edge, 
charaoteristic of early work. Found on the surface at the foot 
of the Singanpur Hill. Reg, No. 3365. (Plate Xllb, Fig, 16.) 

(16) Palfioolith, 1* long. Flint core. Found on the surfuce at the foot 
of the Singanpur Hilt. Beg. No. 3668. (Plate Xllb, Fig, 16.) 

(J7) Palfflolith, f' long, chert. Scraper with incurved edge for planing 
the aides of hone needles, etc. Found on the but face at the foot of 
the Singitepur Hill, H®g. No. 3566. (Plate XTT h, Fig. 17.) 

(18) Pateolitli, tong, agate. A flake scraper. Found or the surface 
at the foot of the Singanpur Hill. Beg, No, 3667. (Plate Xllb, 

Fig. 18.) 

(1ft) Paheolith, |' long, agate. A core from which minute flakes havo 
been removed. Found on the surface at the foot of the Singanpur 
Hill , Beg, No. 3561). (Plate Xllb, Fig. 1ft.) 

(20) Palsoolith, ft* long, chert. A core from which flakes have been 

removed. Found on the surface at the foot of the Singaupur Hill. 
Beg. No. 3570. (Plate XITb, Fig. 20.) 

(21) Palteolith, long, red quartz. A core from which flakes have 

been removed. Found at a depth of 1* at the rock’sheltar of 
Singanpur. Reg. No. 3571. (Flate Xllb. 21.) 

(22) Palofolith, 34' long, red quartzite. A scraper of eariy form with 

one side flaked, the other plain and with a conchoid al fracture. 

Found at a depth of I* at the rock*shelter of Singanpur. Reg. 
No. .3571. (Plate Xllb, Fig. 21.) 

(23) PaiKolith, 34' lung, red quartzite. A scraper of early form with 

one side flaked, the other plain and with a couchoidal fracture. 

Found at a depth of 1' at the foot of the Singanpur Hill. Reg. 
No. 3679, (Plate Xllb, Fig, 22.) 

o a 
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(ai) Palnrwlit.h, qtiartz. A scraper. Found on surface at 

the foot- of the Singanpur Hill. Bey, No, 3574. (Plate iUb, 
%. 23.) 

(26) Palrenlith, lon^, red quartzite. A core from which flakes have 

been removed. Found on tW aurfoce at the foot of the Singanpui 
Hill. Reg, No, .3572. (Plate Xnb, Fig. 24.) 

At the above sitee, the writer obtained only four other objects of a later 
dsto> namely, two hsnimerfi a fragment of pottery with some scratchea 

from a depth of l'^ at the rock-ahelter of Singunpur, and an earthenware 
spout of a vessel near the nniall stream cloae by the pnlaeolkhic site at the 
foot of the Singanpur HiU. 

(1) Fragment of pottery Ij* long, of black colour isith incised mflik. 

Found at q depth of \* at the rock-shelter of Slnganpur. (Bog. 
No. 3505.) 

(2) Spout of a vessel, 2^' long; coarse, Land made. Found on the surface 

at the foot of the Singaupux Hill, (Beg, No, 3504.) 

(3) Stone object, across, of sandstone, with a hole; probably a 

hiunmer-stone. Reg. No. 3002. (Plate XIT, Fig. 13.) 

(4) Stone object, across, of sandstone; probably a h£imnieT'Ston& 

Reg. No. 3{W3. (Plate XJT, Fig. 14.) 

In Europe the age of palamlithic paintings has been determined sometiines 
with reference to the animals depicted; sometimes from the type of atone 
implements found in the caves containing the paintings; and sometimes with 
the help of fossils found in assaciation with the implements. 

In India ao far as 1 am aware, no paintings have been found in cavea. They 
have all been found in rook-shelters, where there is very little chance of deep aoil 
accumulating unless the shape of the shelter happens to be such m to favour 
flocumulation. At the Singanpur rock-shelter there was not more than 2' of 
soil above the natural rock, and it was therefore impossible to obtain evidence 
of age from stratiheatioD. 

The rock^paintings noticed above ate not of one age. The earlier pamtings 
are those which were found at a higher level. The later ^laintings are at a low 
level. Tlie earlier paintings are cither ol aninmb or hunting of attiTnftl p a^d 
they, probably, belong to late palttolithic period. The later paintings are of 
9th or lOth Centoiy A.D. 

Compared with the paleeohths of Europe the three implements found in the 
shelter appear to be of early form (Plates Xllb, 1, 3, 4), but it is by no means 
certain that pabeolithio culture in India is of the same ago ae in Europe, 
Indeed, the study of Heckett’s Bhutra bouchor and Wynncfi'a agate chip has led 
Mr, Blanford to assign these Indian implementa to an eaiber date ttifm their 
European counterparts. 

At the bottom of the hill stone implements of an early age have also l>eeii 
found. 
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CHAPTER IV* 

Mirzaptir Rock-Paintings* 

A fter finiahiug work At Singanpoi the writer went on to Mirzapur. Some of 
the paintings in this district were discovered as far back as 1S80 by 
Mr. Archibald Garlleyle of the Aichspologtcal Survey and Mr. John Cockburn of 
the Opium Department. Mr. Carileyie’s iliacoverv was noticed in the Pro<^ing9 
of ih6 Aaiatia Society of Bi-ngal, Pebniary 1883, p. 49, but a more detailed account 
acGins never to have been, published, Mr. John Conkbum's mTcoout of the 
rook-paintings appeariKl in the Prooeedingt of tiic Aciatie SotAety of Benpnf for 
J883, p. 123, and his paper on the huntmg of rhinoceros was published in the 
JowiW of the Society, III, Part 2, 1883, pp. 58-64, Another paper from the 
same author was puliliahed in the Proceedings for 1884, p-141, and an iltnstrated 
article on the Cave Drawinge in the Kahmir Range in the Jotirnof of the Porgal 
*4sKi<ic SociUy for 1899, p, 89. Hr. Percy Brown also drew attention to the 
Mirzapur lioct-Drawings in his book on Irtdiem Frmiimg, p, 16. He writes: 
‘‘As uanal hunting scenes are the principal subjects and ive find the chase of 
wild animals, such as the rhinoceros and the sambar stag, most realistically 
rendered. All these drawings l>ear a reniarkfll>le refterablanoe to the famous 
rock-shelter pointings of Cogul in Spain, which are presumed to be the work of 
Aurignacian man of many thousands of years ago. An exploration of the 
Raisarh and Mirzapur Caves might reveal clues not only of the birth of painting 
in India, hut also throw considerable light on the early history of mankind in 
the East generally," 

The Mirzapur paintings liave been noticed in the/mperiol Gaxieticet of India, 
Vol. n, pp. 89 to 9B. There ta ako a general deacription of these paintings in 
the DiJrfrtcf GctxeUeer of Minapur, 1911, pp. 197-200, baaed on a paper contributed 
by Mesara. W. B. and J. Cockbum. .4 notice by Mr. K. N, Dikshit o£ three 
paintings from three difTereot places of the Mirzapur District appeared in the 
■ report of the Lucknow Musenm for 1918, 

Tn the fimt chapter the position of the different sheltere containing paintings 
that were visited by me in the Mirzapur District has been described. Work was 
first begun at Likhnnia. This rock-shelter is fairly weU known to the villagers 
near Chhfitn, and lies to the south-west of the Clth&tn Inspection Bungalow at a 
dt.Htance of a little over two miles, the path pa.ssing through prickly sctnfi and 
over uneven rockj' ground. f)n the way is an open spare near which are to be 
»‘cn stone Bakes scattered about. At a little ilistnnee from tins place the river 
flnmi is visible with its stream glittering in the unnshme. Xear the rock-shelter 
one hm to climb the rocky bank of the Oarai, and liere the river has a fall of sonm 
fifteen feet, which raakea the spot a singularly charming one (Plate 4Tb), The 
Likhnnia shelter* is formed by an over-hanging rock which projects gome 18 feet 
towards the river (Plate Via), The wall of the shelter containing the painting 
is 5' in height, the slielter itself being 72'm length, 11' in height and 24* in breadth 


i 
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(FUte XXVin). There are three paintings. The upper one repreaents a kunting 
scene with elephant (Plate Via), Below it is another depicting the catching ol 
birds; and to ite left is on elephant and a horse. On the opposite hank of tho 
shelter are other smaller paintings of cruder design. The details of these paintings 
are as follows ;— 

(1) The subject of the painting is prohahir the capture of a wild elephant 
bv borsemen assisted hy a tame elephant. In the left hand lower 
comer, two animnla are shewn nmning away. In the right hand 
top comer ore two more aiiimuls aitnilar to the above; and below 
these a triangle surrounded by a comb-like object. Near by, are 
three deer being driven into a trap by three men, one of whom la 
painted in black, a second in white and a third in white and red. 
The central object of the scene is a driver on a big elephant canyhig 
in one hand a tong pointed spearlike weapon and in the other a 
ronnd object, probably a shield. Re is paiBuing a tusked 

elephant. Among his retinue are shewn in the upper held two 
archers, two men with spears and shields and a man without 
any weapon. Below him are a man on foot with a spear and a 
shield and three horaes of which one has lost its rider (probably 
defaced). The two riders are armed with spear and shield. In 
front of the wild’elephants is a rectangnlai figure blocked in with 
colour which may be a coriai» and adjoining it some other 
structuies drawn in line only. On the extreme left of the scene 
are tlitee men with arms above their beads, engaged in driving 
the wild elephant. Below the leg of the latter is the figure of a man 
painted in black which appears to be an older work (Plate VTa), 

(2) This scene (Plate X\Tlb) depicts the catclung of large birds. On 

the left is a group of men, some on foot and others ou horseback. 
In the centre are a number of birds and to the right others 
apparently entangled in a imp. On the extreme right is portrayed 
a structure which may be an elaborate trap, 

(3) To the left of the scene is a horse (Plate XXd) with a man on it 

and to the risht art elephant (!) goaded by a man with a stick. 

,4 little higher up the stream and about a furlong and a hnll from the fjikhunia 
rock-shelter, is another shelter locally known as Kobbar. The height of the 
rock-shelter is 18', its length 64', and depth 31' 2' (Plate XXYITI), .As there 
was a painting on the roof of the aheitcr, it was necessary to erect a scaSoId. 
The photograph (Plate '\'’IIa) shows the copyist at work. There are other 
pointings on the wall of the shelter, of which the writer was able to copy the 
following:— 

(1) Two strange animals, perhaps bears, attacking a deer. (Plate XXe.} 

(2) Two deer drawn single file, (Plate XXUa, Fig. !.)< 

(3) A mao armed with shield and apparently dancing, (Plate XXlI>i> 

Fig- 2.) 
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( 4 ) Figure of A deer with body fiUed in with batching, facing two traps. 

’(Plate XXIIa, Fig, 3,) 

( 5 ) Unknown syinbob. (Plate XXIla, Fig. 4.) 

( 0 ) A man with a shield or bow, either fighting or dancing. (Plate XXIla, 
Fig. 5.) 

Retwning from Kohbar to Chhatu Inspection Bungalow we followed up 
the course of the river Bhaldarla, and near where the path crosses the dry bed 
of the Btream, came upon a hollow in the river bed. where water remains ail the 
year round. By the side of this pool is the rock-ahelter No. HI (Plate VIIJ b). 
As it ia approached from the top, it is a little difficult of access and 1 needed tie 
help of an elephant's ladder to reach it. The height of the shelter is fti, ite 
length no' and its depth 14' (Plate XXVDl). On the walis of the shelter are a 
nrmber of paintings of which I succeeded in copying the one reproduced in Plate 
XXId. which depicts three figures with an object lietwccn tiieni of indefinite 

aliape. At a distance of aome 10 ' from this painting are two inscriptions (Plate 

XXlc) which look like mediseval records of the 0 th Century A.lJ, or somewhat 

earlier. One is tentatively read as * dnso *; the other sa * ffUada *. 

Crosaitig the river and proceftiing about two miles, the path rises up the 
aide of the hill and at a distance of nearly three miles from the ChhStu Inspection 
Bungalow lewis to the roch-sheltar No. 11 (Plate VUb). In it Is inscribed the 
T,ann* of Mr. Cockbum who visited the spot in 1883, At the liack of the shelter 
ifl a cave and in front, a narrow plutform extending beyond tJie mouth of^ the 
cave towards the south (Plate XXVIII). The length of the shelter is ao', ito 
height 9 ' 6 ", and breadth m front of the cave 24'. On the wall are many paintings 

of which the foUowmg fotir were copied as being the moat interesting : 

( 1 ) A remarkable painting on the wall of the shelter, depicting four snipe 

standing In water with a tree on the right (Plate XX\a). At 

the bottom are faint traces of two animals that may be monkeys. 

( 2 ) A hunting scene (Plate XXa). The central figure is a deer or 

antelope, with short horns, according to Mr. Cockbum, a Gom stag 
(Rncervua Duvanceliii). It is being speared by a man who is 
very crudelv drawn. Above ia a snialler stag and tliere are other 
hunters besides the one mentioned. The larger animal ia also being 
attacked by dogs. The scene is executed in polychrome. 

( 3 ) A striking picture of a boar, wounded and with its mouth open os if 

in pain. At the back of the hind legs are five characters. The unimai 
figure ia distinctly well drawm and all four legs are shewn instead of 
the two usually seen in prehistoric pictures (Plate XXVb), The 
rook on which this scene is painte<l has suffered much irom fliikmg. 

( 4 ) The forepart of a deer with peculiar homa facing right (Plate XXIe}. 

The rock has flaked and it is likaly that the pamting wiU soon 
disappear altogether. 

Desednding the hill and ascemling the bed of the stream we arrive at the 
Bhaldaria Rock-shelter No, I. The height of the shelter is IhO , its length 45 , 
and depth 18' 10 ' in the middle (Plate XXVHI). The photo on Plate 



Ifi EXPLOBATION OF BOCS-FAJUfTJJfQfs AND Ffi£HlSTORTCS. 

Villa will give im idea oI tlie poaitioii of the shelter. On the ruof and side of 
the shelter are many pajntingB, of -srhich the follovring are the most interest log 

(1} A nmfi riding a gallDping horse to right. With his left hand be holds 
the reins, and with his iipraised right a weapon—probably a sword. 
The figures of both man and boise are vigorons and liiebho (Plate 
XXIf). This picture is on the roof of the shelter. 

(2) A camel, with possibly a rider once seated on its back. It is painted 
on the roof of the shelter (Plate XXIg). 

Returning to Chhatn and astcnding the Kaimur plateau by the Sukrit Paw?, 
one turns at the fifth milendone to the right towards IheBongia reservoir of the 
Irrigation Department. About 6 miles from this point is a rock-shelter on the 
upper Garai near ^lahararia. Here nnmerpus paintings have been executed in 
red ochre, of which the two following were copied;— 

(1) Three persons with long hair evidently engaged in dancing. This ha a 

been copied in outline only, though the figures were originally 
filled in with colour (Plate XXla, Fig. 1). 

(2) Below, four persous drawn in a pale ted colour are dnncing within an 

encloBure (Plate XXla, Fig. 2). Both acenes are on the roof of 
the belter. 

Betuming to the fifth mile'Stone one reaches the main road again and at the 
24th mile-stone the town of Eobertaganj, On the range of hiila south of this 
town, about 3 miles from the Dhandranl Public Works Department Inspection 
Bungalow, is situated the famous fort of Bljaygorh which is a prominent landmark 
for many miles around. 

This fort stands on the summit of the hill some l,8fl0' above mean sea level 
and some 8(H>' higher than the tabte-lsnd trom which it rises. Tlit; position of the 
fort is one of great natural strength, as it has a steep escarpment all round and 
is accessible only by way of two difficult passes (Plate IXa). The approach from 
the aide of Robertsganj is by an ancient bridge over the OftgLar river, now utilised 
by the Irrigation Department us a dani. The bridge dates from the time of 
Bher Shah but seems to have been subBequently repaired. From the bridge the 
path to tlie fort ascends for some distance by an easy slope along which at intervala 
are the retuains of ancient outworks. At the place where the path abruptly 
rises is the figure of a chief fighting with a lion, cut in relief on the rock and 
coloured (Plate IXb). The path rises through a sheer ascent of some two 
hundred feet to the entrance of the fort. The circumference of the hill is ueuTly 
two miles. There is a maBonry rampart all round with circular hastiona at 
irregular intervala. 

The fort 18 of nnknouTi origin, and is attributed to the Kola. When its 
history begins it was in the possesaion of the Baland BfijAs, and thereafter passed 
to the CbandelA Bajputs. The construction of the present fort is attributed 
to Sher Bhoh and its later additions to Balwant Singh of Benares. After the 
break-up of Sher Sliah’s empire, it again passed to the Chondelus who held it till 
it was conquered by Balwant Bingb. Since the expulsion of Chait Singh it has 
been the property of Government. W'ithin the fort there are a tomb of a 
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Mnti «. Tn inn /1 an saJjit, reoiains of five fftone btiil<iiiigB of tie PAthan petiod and 
three tanks from one of which good drinking water can be obtained throughout 
the year. Scattered about are numerous inter eating sculpturea of fine media val. 
w'orkmausMp. 

The rock-shelteca are below the rampart walJ and on the weat aide of the 
fort. From the entrance of the fort, already referred to* one has to go about 4 
furlonga along the hilt-aide among dense bamboo and other jungle, over fallen 
debris and rocks. The rock-shdter containing the painting has a height of 80', 
a length of 100' and depth of 37' (Plate XXTlXlb To reach the painting itself 
a scaffolding was needed. Tlie painting portraya two deer-like animals with long 
necks and behind them, to the left, two figures feeing the other way, the smaller 
of which resembles a man and the larger an ape (Plate XX b). The former 
appears to hohi a hraneh of a tree. This painting ta on the wail of the shelter 
(Plate tVa). 

About two furlongs from this shelter there b another at a height of 28' 
(Plate Xa and b). This second shelter is very spacious : 8' in height, 40' in 
length, and 36' in depth at the centre (Plate XXVlll). On its roof and side 
are no less than 3^1 ifiBoriptiona puiuted in red ochre and dating from 6th to 8th 
Century A.D. An article describing in detail these records which do not appear 
to have been previously noticed will be published in the Epigraphia Indies. 

Of the three inscriptions figured in Plate Xla, the first rcatls * /ndrado^firfi. 
gythidaiiali *. The letters of tius inscription resemble the letters of the Ko^haum 
pillar inscription of Skanda Gupta of 469 A.D, 

The second inscription reads * girilt -Uuiaima cAdnJroIt is in characters 
of the 8th Century A.D. The third inscription reads ^ savatavid^ and is also 
writtten in chiiracters of Sth Ckintury A.D. 

In Plate Xlh, the first inseription reads * ranaiHinti^ cJiandra’- The second 
reads ‘ giHk itrakasha The third reads * snmthtij'. They are written in charac¬ 
ters of 5th Centurj' A.D. 

It is to l>e remembered that neither at Likhuma nor at Kohbar was there any 
soil in the shelters. I have already mentioned that on the way to Likhunia I 
found a number of flakes. Along the Bhaldaria neither at the rock-shelter 
No. IT! nor at No. I was there tiny soil. It was only at No. II that I was able to 
excavate to any great depth but I could only procure broken pottery, which did 
not appear to be ancient. In the vicinity of the Maharoria rock-shelters and in 
the shelters them.seIves no place appeared to be promiamg for excavation. At 
Dijaygarh alone Wft« there any constde cable depth of soil below the shelter, but 
owing to W'ant of time and money nothing could be done here. 

On the way to Bhaldaria rock-shelters one of my peons picked up a sand- 
stone hammer (Plate XIV, Fig, 14), Due stone implement was also paked up 
on our w'ay to Bi jay garb (Plate XV, Fig. 8). A detailed list of some anti¬ 
quities picked up by the writer is given below: — 

(1) Stone implement, ij' long, of quart& Scraper, Later period. 
Found OQ the surface near Likhunia. Beg, No, 3658, (Plate Xlllb 
Fig, 8.) 
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(2) Stone implement -ft' long, of aint. ProWWy n broken ecraper 

of Inter Stone Age. It has been roflaked at the back. Found 
on the fliirface near Liktunia. Beg. No. 3036. (Plate XIITb, 
Fig- 4.) 

(3) Stone implement. Jk' long, Eint, n broken knife of later period. 

Reflaked at the back. Found on the surface near likhonia. Beg. 
No, 3557. (Plate Xlllb, Fig. 5.) 

(4) Stone implement, i' long, of flint, blue eoloor. A ucmper. Found 

on the surface near likbtmia. Beg. No. 3663. (Plate Xlllb, 

Fig. 1-) 

(5) Stone implement, long, of flint of green colour, A flake knife. 

Foimil on the surface near Likhunia, Beg. No. 3861. (Plate Xlllb, 
Fig. 2.) 

(B) Stone iroplement, long, of agate. A flake knife. Found on the 

surface near Ukhnnia. Reg. No. 3666. (Plate Xlllb, Fig. 3.) 

(7) Stone implement, long, of grey flint. An bcurved scraper. 

Found on the surface near Likhunia, Reg. No. 3602. (Plate Xlllb, 
Fig. 6.) 

(8) Stone implement, long, of flint. A denticulated flake. Found 

on the surface near likhunia. Reg. No. 3664. (Plate Xlllb, 

Fig. 7.) 

(9) Stone implement, ft' long, flint. A flake knife. Found on the 

surface near Likhunia. Reg, No. 3065, (Plate Xlllb, Fig. 9.) 

(10) Stone implement, Ij' long, of grey flint. A flake knife. Found 

on the surface near Likhunia. Reg. No. 3066, (Plate XllJb, 
Fig. 10.) 

(11) Stone implement, ft* long, chert. A core. Found on the surface 

near Likhunia. Reg- No. 3668. (Pljtte Xlllb, Fig. 11.) 

(12) Stone implement, l' long, of green flint. A core. Found on the 

surface near Xakhunia. Rag. No. 3667. (Plate Xlllb, Fig. 12.) 

(13) Stone implement, long, of flint. It has a denticulated edge 

and is a typical neolithic implement. Found on the surface ueaz 
Likhunia. Reg. No. 3ai9. (Plate Xlllb, Fig. 13.) 

(14) Stone implement, 21' long, of flint. A broken knife. Found on the 

surface on the way to Bijaygarh fort. Reg. No. 3742. (Plate 

XV, Fig. 8.) 

Antiquities of later period :— 

(1) Stone object, S*x2i'', of sandstone. Probably an unflniahed hammer 

with a depression in the middle. Found on the surface near Bhal- 
deria Rock'Shclter No. HI. Reg. No, 3666. (Plate XIV, 14.) 

(2) Round terracotta disc, 1in diam. Found near H4X!k-shelter 

No, 1, Bijavgarh. Reg. No. 3743. (Plate XV, Fig. 10.) 

The pamtiugs described above are all of late date ranging from the 4th Clen* 
tury A P r to the lOtb A.P, They are contemparair with the inscriptiona 
-found in the locality. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Hoshaogabad Rock-Paintings. 

A S far is known, the rock-paintinps of Howhnngabad have not been publisliecl 
before. In 1921 at the instance of the Iteputy Commissioner of Hoshangab&d 
the writer was requested by Pandit Hiraminda Sastri, the tiien Superintendent, 
Archaeological Survey. Central Circle, to examine the paintings; whicli he accordmgly 
visited in the spring of 1923. Here, about 2| miles horn the CivU Station, on 
the Hoshangubad Adamsarh Quarry Road is a small hill, in which m the Public 
Works Department Quarry of AfUmgarh, Many of the cocks on this lull bear 
paintings of a primitive rharacter, the chief ones being on the face of a rock 
about half-wuy to the top (Plate Va). The rock appears to be a natural cleft 
with an overhanging shelter, but it is fUffieult to flay whether the rock m front of 
the cleft has fallen from the roof or has been separated in times gone by from the 
main body (Plate M>). From the plan and section of the rocks and from the 
photographs the position of the shelter will he dear to the reader. The pamtm^ 
are on the face of the rock looking north-east. The shelter measures 39 in 
length by 22' in height (Plate XXTll), Tlie most important of the paintings 
ia that of an elephant executed in light yellow*, well modelled but repr^uced 
very faintly (Plate X Villa>. Over the elephant have been drawn a variety of 
figures in red ochre. One of these, conspicuous lor its long neck, looks like a 
giraffe but must undDubtcdly be intended for a hors^; Iwhind it ia a man riding 
a horse also with a long nek* and in the act of throwing a niissile. Below is a 
warrior w*ith a bow, two arrows and a quiver at his back and above a smaller 
figure, also taking part in the cliase. 

Other figures or groups of figures on the same rock are reproduced on a larger 
scale in the succeetUng pictures (Plates XVlllb, c and d sod XlXa and hj. 
The first and last of these, painted one in red and the other in yellow, depict lung 
horned buffaloes with praiternsturally slender legs. The group shown in Plate 
XVlIIc comprises four huntsmen or warriors armed with bows and arrows ; 
and the one following (XVIIld), three warriors on horseback and one on foot 
^11 armed with swords ami shields, though tlie shield which the footman is 
holding above his head seema to resemble a cloak rather than the small round 
shields which the horsemen carry slung to their backs. Plate XlXa, which 
IB also executed in red ochre, probaldy represents a wild boar. 

The paintings described above belong to flth or Ibth Century A.D. 

A search at the foot of the shelter and over the hill-side was rewarded by the 
^overy of a number of email chert flakes, knives, etc., but obviously these 
afford no evidence of the age of the paintings, the later ones of which probably 
belong to the historic period. 

The implements found by me are as follows:— 

(IJ PaSmolithie knife, 21' long, of chert; later period. From 1' below 
the surface. Reg. No. 39S1. (Plate Xllla, Fig. 12.) 
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(2) Palfficlithic knife, li' long, of flint. La-tor period. Trom 1'* below 

the Huriace. Keg. No. 3932. (Plate Xllla, Fig. 11 .) 

(3) Palsoltthjc knife, 1|' long, of chert. Later perio<l. From. I' below 

the surfece. Keg, No, 3933. (Plate XHIa, Fig. 8.) 

(4) F&lsaolithic knife, 1' long, of chert. Later period. From 1' below 

the snrface, Keg. No. 3934. (Plate Xllla, Fig. 14.) 

(5) PaliiolltMc point, long, of chert. Later period. From 

below the Htirface. Keg. No. 3935. (Plate X11 ta. Fig. 7.) 

(6) PaliBolithic knife point, -U' long, of^ chalcedony. Later period. 

From 1' lielow the Burface, Keg, No. 3938. {Plate XIII a. Fig. 6.) 

(7) Palffiolithic knife point, long, of quartz. Later period. From 1' 

lielow the aurface. Reg. No. 3937. (Plate Xllla, Fig. 10.) 

(8) Palieolitbic knife, 1' long, of chalcedony. Later period. From 1' 

below the surface. Keg,. No. 3938. (Plate XTTIa, Fig. 1 .) 

(9) Palffioliihic knife, f' long, of opal. Later period. From 1' below 

the surface. Keg. No. 3939. (Plate Xllla, Fig. 4.) 

(10) Palmolitbic knife, long, of agate. Later period. From the 

surface of the hiU. Keg, No. 3940. (Plate Xllla, Fig. 9.) 

(11) Faheolithic knife, long, of chalcedony. Later period. From 

the snrfaoe of the hill. Reg. No. 3941, (Plate Xllla, Fig. 3.) 

(12) Palffiulithic knife, long, of opaL Later period. From the 

surface of the hill. Reg. No. 3942. (Plate XTTIa, Fig. 2,) 

(13) PalooUthic knife, long, of agate. Later period. From the 

surface of the hill. Keg, No. 3943. (Plate XllTa, Pig. 13.) 

(14) Palceolithic knife, J* long, of chalcedony. Later period. From the 

surface of the bilL Beg. No. 3944. (Plate Xllla, Fig. 6.) 
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